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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 7428 

EXDIS 
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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BL 

SUBJ: FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ 
RE BOLIVIA 

REF: BOGOTA 7383, BOGOTA 7387 

1 . PRESIDENT PEREZ DESCRIBED WHAT HE CHARACTERIZED AS AN ENCOURAGING 
CONVERSATION WITH BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT PEREDA LAST NIGHT AUGUST 7. 
PEREZ SAID THAT HE TOLD PEREDA THAT THE ONLY HOPE OF AVOIDING 
VIOLENCE AND REPRESSION WAS FIRST TO REACH SOME AGREEMENT WITH 
POLITICAL SECTORS LIKE PAZ ESTENSORRO AND WALTER GUEVARA; 

SECONDLY TO HOLD ELECTIONS SOMETIME IN 1979. IF PEREDA WAITED 

TOO LONG, PEREZ SAID, ALL ELEMENTS WOULD OPPOSE HIM AND TROUBLE 
WOULD ENSUE. SILES WOULD TRY TO BUILD UP PRESSURE FOR 
EARLY ELECTIONS AND THE LONGER THESE WERE DELAYED THE WORSE THE 
SITUATION WOULD BECOME. PAZ ON THE OTHER HAND WHILE NOT WANTING 
ELECTIONS THIS YEAR WOULD WANT THEM RELATIVELY SOON IN 1979. 

IF PEREDA WERE TO REACH AN UNDERSTANDING WITH PAZ AND OTHER 
ELEMENTS ON THIS TIMETABLE THEN SILES AND BANZER WOULD BE 
CONTROLLABLE. 
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2. PEREDA ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ANALYSIS AND SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO 
BROADEN THE CONSENSUS WITH POLITICAL PARTIES BUT HAD NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO DO SO AS YET. PEREZ PROMISED TO HELP IN THIS BY USING HIS 
INFLUENCE WITH PAZ AND GUEVARA AS WELL AS USING HIS INFLUENCE 
WITH SILAS TO KEEP HIM "MODERATE". 

3. PEREZ SAID THAT HE AND PEREDA AGREED TO STAY IN CONTACT AND 
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WORK ALONG THESE LINES AND THAT HE (PEREZ) WOULD BESENDING 
SOME INTERMEDIARIES TO TALK TO PAZ. PEREZ ADDED THAT HE THOUGHT 
PEREDA WAS VERY SINCERE AND THAT HE HAD THINGS ON THE RIGHT 
TRACK AND HE WAS HOPEFUL THAT THE ELECTORAL CALENDARS WOULD BE 
SPEEDED UP. PEREZ ADDED THAT BANZER MAY BE A PROBLEM SINCE HE 
SCARED BOTH PAZ AND SILAS AND BOTH WOULD FEAR A BANZER CANDIDACY. 

4. PEREZ SUGGESTED TO PEREDA THAT 1 1 OF THE EX-PRESIDENTS COMMIT 
THEMSELVES TO NOT REPEAT NOT TO BE A CANDIDATE, PAS HE SAID, 

HAD ALREADY PROMISED HIM (PEREZ) THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
MAKE SUCH A COMMITMENT. PEREZ THOUGHT HE COULD ALSO PRESSURE SILAS 
INTO SUCH A COMMITMENT. HE SAID THAT PEREDA AGREED TO THIS IDEA 

IF IT COULD BE WORKED OUT. 

5. PEREZ TOLD ME THAT HE HAD ALSO TALKED TO PERUVIAN PRIME 
MINISTER OSCAR MOLINA ABOUT RESOLVING THE BOLIVIAN ACCESS TO 
THE SEA PROBLEM. PEREZ SAID HE EXPLAINED BOTH TO 

MOLINA AND PEREDA THE COMMITMENT OF THE CHIEFS OF STATE GATHERED 
AT PANAMA (INCLUDING PRESIDENT CARTER) TO TRY TO HELP SUCH A 
RESOLUTION. PEREZ SAID THAT BOTH MOLINA AND PEREDA SHOWED GREAT 
INTEREST IN THIS AND IN THE POSSIBILITY OF MAKING SOME PROGRESS 
ON THIS PROBLEM IN 1979. 

6. 1 TOLD PRESIDENT PEREZ THAT I HAD ALSO TALKED TO PEREDA AND 
HAD EXPLAINED OUR GREAT INTEREST IN HIS COMMITMENT TO RETURN TO 
A DEMOCRATIC PROCESS AND THAT I HAD STATED THAT THE USG WOULD HOPE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BOGOTA 07428 08223 1Z 

THAT THIS COULD BE DONE AS SOON AND AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE. I 
ADDED THAT WE WERE CONSIDERING PROCEEDING WITH OUR ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE RELATIONSHIPS PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO BASIC HUMAN 
NEEDS. PEREZ SAID HE THOUGHT THIS WAS HIGHLY IMPORTANT AND 
THAT PEREZ' CAPACITY TO CARRY OUT HIS INTENTIONS SHOULD BE 
STRENGTHENED IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE. PEREZ CONCLUDED THE 
CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT HERE AS IN ECUADOR HE THOUGHT 
THINGS WERE ON THE RIGHT TRACK. THEY WOULD, HOWEVER, REQUIRE 
OUR CONTINUED HELP AND OBSERVATION. 

7. COMMENT: MY CONCLUSION FROM THIS CONVERSATION AND MY OWN 
TALK WITH PEREDA IS THAT PEREDA IS SINCERE IN TRYING TO FIND 
A VIABLE RETURN TO THE ELECTORAL PROCESS. I BELIEVE WE 
SHOULD NOW TAKE HIM AT FACE VALUE AND TRY TO STRENGTHEN HIS 
HAND IN THIS ENDEAVOR. 

ASENCIO 
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